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State of Texas   
Annexation Requirements  

 

Excerpt from the Texas Local Government Code regarding: 
 

Annexation and Municipal Boundary Adjustment 
 

Section 43.021.  Authority Of Home-Rule Municipality To Annex Area And Take Other Actions 
Regarding Boundaries: A home-rule municipality may take the following actions according to rules as 
may be provided by the charter of the municipality and not inconsistent with the procedural rules 
prescribed by this chapter: 

(1)  fix the boundaries of the municipality; 
(2)  extend the boundaries of the municipality and annex area adjacent to the municipality;  and 
(3)  exchange area with other municipalities.  

 

Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) 
 

Section 42.001.  Purpose Of Extraterritorial Jurisdiction: The legislature declares it the policy of the 

state to designate certain areas as the extraterritorial jurisdiction of municipalities to promote and protect 

the general health, safety, and welfare of persons residing in and adjacent to the municipalities. 
 
Section 42.021.  Extent Of Extraterritorial Jurisdiction 
The extraterritorial jurisdiction of a municipality is the unincorporated area that is contiguous to the 
corporate boundaries of the municipality and that is located: 

(1)  within one-half mile of those boundaries, in the case of a municipality with fewer than 5,000 
inhabitants; 

(2)  within one mile of those boundaries, in the case of a municipality with 5,000 to 24,999 inhabitants; 
(3)  within two miles of those boundaries, in the case of a municipality with 25,000 to 49,999 

inhabitants; 
(4)  within 3-1/2 miles of those boundaries, in the case of a municipality with 50,000 to 99,999 

inhabitants;  or 
(5)  within five miles of those boundaries, in the case of a municipality with 100,000 or more inhabitants. 

 
Section 42.022. Expansion Of Extraterritorial Jurisdiction. 

(a) When a municipality annexes an area, the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the municipality expands 
with the annexation to comprise, consistent with Section 42.021, the area around the new municipal 
boundaries. 

(b)  The extraterritorial jurisdiction of a municipality may expand beyond the distance limitations 
imposed by Section 42.021 to include an area contiguous to the otherwise existing 
extraterritorial jurisdiction of the municipality if the owners of the area request the expansion. 

(c)  The expansion of the extraterritorial jurisdiction of a municipality through annexation, request, or 

increase in the number  of inhabitants may not include any area in the existing  extraterritorial 
jurisdiction of another municipality. 

 
Section 42.023. Reduction Of Extraterritorial Jurisdiction 
The extraterritorial jurisdiction of a municipality may not be reduced unless the governing body of the 

municipality gives its written consent by ordinance or resolution, except: 
(1)in cases of judicial apportionment of overlapping extraterritorial jurisdictions under Section 42.901; or 
(2)in accordance with an agreement under Section 42.022(d). 
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